I4O                     ON BROTHERLY LOVE

years the power, the luck, or the cunning, to divide us
among ourselves, they have endeavoured to represent all
those who have been so bold as to oppose their errors and
designs, under the character of persons disaffected to the
government; and they have so far succeeded, that, now-a-
days, if a clergyman happens to preach with any zeal and
vehemence against the sin and danger of schism, there will
not want too many, in his congregation, ready enough to
censure him as hot and high-flying, an inflamer of men's
minds, an enemy to moderation, and disloyal to his prince.
This hath produced a formed and settled division between
those who profess the same doctrine and discipline; while
they who call themselves moderate are forced to widen their
bottom, by sacrificing their principles and their brethren to
the encroachments and insolence of dissenters, who are
therefore answerable, as a principal cause of all that hatred
and animosity now reigning among us.

Another cause of the great want of brotherly love is the
weakness and folly of too many among you of the lower
sort, who are made the tools and instruments of your betters
to work their designs, wherein you have no concern. Your
numbers make you of use, and cunning men take the ad-
vantage, by putting words into your mouths, which you do
not understand j then they fix good or ill characters to
those words, as it best serves their purposes: And thus you
are taught to love or hate, you know not what or why j you
often suspect your best friends, and nearest neighbours, even
your teacher himself, without any reason, if your leaders
once taught you to call him by a name, which they tell you
signifieth some very bad thing.

A third cause of our great want of brotherly love seemeth
to be, that this duty is not so often insisted on from the
pulpit, as it ought to be in such times as these; on the
contrary, it is to be doubted, whether doctrines are not some-
times delivered by an ungoverned zeal, a desire to be dis-
tinguished, or a view of interest, which produce quite different
eifects; when, upon occasions set apart to return thanks to
God for some public blessing, the time is employed in
stirring up one part of the congregation against the other, by
representations of things and persons, which God, in his
mercy, forgive those who are guilty of.